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About this issue

Nature provides services that contribute to human
prosperity, health and wellbeing. These services are
called ecosystem services, or ‘Nature’s Contributions to
People’ (NCPs). The papers in this issue show that that
soils can contribute positively to the delivery of all of the
18 services identified under the NCPs framework. Soils
are also shown to contribute positively to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals.

These contributions can be maximised through careful
soil management which provide healthy soils, but poorly
managed, degraded or polluted soils may contribute
negatively to delivery of NCPs. The careful management
of soils is not just desirable, it is essential if we sustain a
healthy planet and if we are to deliver sustainable
development in the decades to come.
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Front image: Soil protection safeguards its ecosystem services for future
generations. The cover photograph shows an organic vineyard in Moixent, Valencia,
Spain. Image © Saskia D. Keesstra.
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