2020 – 2025 Strategy
Mission Statement
The British Society of Soil Science (BSSS) is the UK’s leading body in the area of Soil Science with a global
reach. We strive to secure the future of soils by promoting an enhanced understanding of the critical
importance of soils in delivering the U.N. Sustainable Development Goals and supplying knowledge,
through our science, to support efforts to halt and repair soil degradation. We aim to make a positive
difference in the sustainable management and long-term security of soils that is critical to solving the
environmental and societal challenges we face today.

We will achieve this through:
1. Seeking to publicise the key issues for the soil science community.
We will raise the profile of the important soil issues via our two prestigious journals (European Journal
of Soil Science and Soil Use & Management), our bi-annual member’s newsletter (the Auger), our new
website, an enhanced social media presence and by hosting regional, national and international
conferences. We will actively engage with the media by responding quickly to enquiries, providing
factsheets and policy notes ensuring we are acknowledged as the UK’s leading authority on soil science.

2. Promoting change through knowledge exchange across all aspects of soil science.
We will seek to support knowledge exchange in soil science through targeted engagement with
industry, policy makers, government and educators. We will promote soil science across a range of
disciplines using our website, social media and newsletters, with reference to the appropriate scientific
research published in our Journals. We will make the latest knowledge available to a wider community
audience and provide a forum for debate and to develop new partnerships. We will also monitor
government progress in developing new policies and ensure we feed into this process.

3. Hosting conferences and meetings focused on soils.
We aim to grow participation in our regional and annual meetings. We will act to develop
communication pathways with a wide range of stakeholders and use our meetings to foster debate in
the latest scientific and practical issues in soil science. Working with the International Union of Soil
Sciences (IUSS) and other international societies, we are committed to delivering the best possible World
Congress of Soil Science in Glasgow in 2022 and ensuring this provides a comprehensive legacy for the
Society and its members.

4. Supporting and encouraging the education of soil science.
We will support the education of soil science across a wide range of individuals and age groups. We
will provide information and resources to teachers, farmers, agronomists, growers, industry and land
managers and the public via grants, outreach events, training courses and teaching materials.

5. Inspiring the future generations of soil scientists.
We will continue to support the development of early career members working in soil science. We will
fund a biennial conference dedicated to ECRs and give them prominence at our Society Annual meeting.
Through our education committee, we will support teachers and engage in community projects to
inspire the next generation of soil scientists.
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6. Ensuring high standards of professional practice for those working with soils.
We will provide dedicated training courses such as our ‘Working with Soils’ series, as well as industry
focussed events in support of Continued Professional Development, providing high professional
standards and assisting with maintaining Chartered Scientist registration.

7. Leading on the social and environmental responsibilities of a contemporary society.
We will provide leadership in the areas concerning the socio-economic responsibilities of a modern
Society. We will ensure all members have equality of opportunity, irrespective of age, race, disability,
sex, religion or other protected characteristics. We will ensure our activities are planned with issues of
equality, inclusion and diversity at the forefront of all decision making and that we act environmental
responsible and achieve carbon neutrality where possible.
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